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TAOTADIGA (i ofigTadT 


| THE, RIGHT" HONOVRABLE, 
NV END TRULY NOBLE” 
TXromas Earle of OssoRy, 


are Lord Depur of Ireland, and eldeft. 


Son to' the [lluftrious, Prince” 


Janus s Dukevf Oxmonp 
His Grace &c. 


My "Pn 


GEESE = His Sermon which not 


; F DIY 
6, Sl Jong ſince had the honour 


© 1 "I of Your, Lordſhip's eare, 
Sam ] have now made bold to 
preſent. more publickly to Your Lord- 
ſhip's eye , being ambitious to let the 
world ſee that thoſe great obligations 
of Duty and Honour which the Author 
owes Ls andilluſtrious Fa- 


mile, 


The Epiſtle D xDp1caToryY: 
milie, are a part of my debt alſo,not one 
ly as related t o Him, and a Father be. 

ore Him, eminent by your Favours, 
but alſo in the honour of being knowne 
to your Lordfhip and moſt Noble Fa- 
mily , and alſo by many Favours per- 
ticularly obliged to ſubſcribe my ſelfe 
with all gratitude and zeale, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhigs = 


Moſt Humble,and. 


Devoted fervant - 


Po 


B.P. 


NEHeMIAY Ci. VI, 


Remember me O God concerning thy, 
and wipe not out the good deeds which 
I have done for the houſe of my God 
and the offices thereof. 


FSZZ5I1N the midſt of. Judgment Ged 
(Wy ulually remembers Mercy, and 


. 
- J\ FA £1 


3 a Nation once cholen by Fm, 
S may in its loweſt ebb (if there be 
any hopes of amendment) find a reſerve 


bf kindneſle. | 
Though the 1ſraelites(for their Rebelli- 
on and impenitency -) be overwhelmed 
by all the miſeries of War at home, and oft 
times cartied Captive to a ftrange land a- 
F461 ay broad, 


The 7erves in 


»:ir weſt e- in their bondage he is pleaſed till ro raiſe 


flate are owned 
by Gol,who rai, 
ſeth ſome of 


ti pi 0902 247 


(2) 
broad; yet Ged doth not EO forget them 


up ſome of their owne Nation to bein fa- 
vour with the Conquerours: whole en- 


tir fl10 6:52 deayours doe much lighten {chough not 


#12047 with the 


Ca: 1qucror, 


Daniel with 
Ncbucadncza:, 


Cyrus a;wayes 


[url them, 


Eſta r. 2, 


wholy take off) their Chaines. 

Thus whilſt that enthralled Nation was 
groancing under Nebucadnezar , a wile 
Daniel is Promoted, who by his intereſt 
inthat grear King, in part dryes up their 
Leares. | 

When in the time of Auern the ſubtil. 

of Zaman brought them neare their laſ? 
the a fatall decree being fent our, for their 
rotall maſſacre , God then advances MoPtle- 
cai and Heſter, whoſe diligence recalls that 
haſty ſentence, and not onely ſaves the dil- 
trefſed Fewes from butcher y, but hangs the 
author of it upon that gibber which hepre. 
pared for another, Thus providence inſtil 
led into Cyrns (that great Prince)a very pars 
ticular kindneſs unto the whole Nation ;, 
whoopenly acknowledges, The Lord God 
of heaven hath cbarged me to build him att 
bouſe at Teruſalem. T hus 


(3) 


Thus asthat Captive people were jn the 


time of Artaxerxes weeping by the waters of 
Babylon whilſt their Harps were hang up- 
onthe melancholy willowes, and a dejuge 
made in tharriver by theit owne tears, Go 
is then pleaſed to pity their keavineſs, and 
rogivethem hopes of one /ong more in Sion , 
by the promotion of a generous Nebemizh 
into great favour with thar Prince, whoſe 
noble remper makes uſe of bis intereſt for 
the publique advantage of his owne Na- 
tion; | 

For whilſt Nehemiah (as we find. it re- 


Nehemiah with 


Attaxerxes. 


corded) is upon his attendance at Court, #5 pullize 


he receives ſad newes from Jeruſalem , th 
little ſcattered remnant there was preyed 
upon by inſuking enemies, the wall broken 
downe, and the gates burnt up. This ſtrikes 
deepe into the publick Spirit of Nehemiab , 
and drownes him in mourning and tears, 
and thetfouble of his hart became viſible 
inthe diſorders of his countenance, whilſt 
he attends as a (»p-bearer, the King per- 
ccivesthatuntſuallſadneſs,and when (up- 
F012 on 


I ſpirit, 
E Coapt.t, 


Cree ere eee eres Em <A <2 


over Fudea 
chap. 2. 


_ onftrictinquiry } he knowes the reaſon of 
x conniſſos it from himſelfe, he thinks fiteto lend him 


to be Governou! 


wich a Commiſſion as his Lievtenani togo- 
verne that people with whom he was beſt 
acquainted, and for whom he had (oe ten- 
der a reſpe&, The King onely deſires him 
not to ſtay long away, for hecannot be 
much without him, he loves his perſon and 
{tands in need of his advice. | 
Nehemial's Commiſſion is no ſooner ſealed 


buthe begins his Journey, and being arri- 


ved at Feruſalem he vigorouily acts in that 
Sphere he was placed in; and notwith- 


ſtandingall atrempts of Enemies abroad, and 


the diſorders of intangled intereſts at home, 
he governes like himſelfe as a prudent uns 
byaſed Deputy, and a true Patriot of the re- 
all concernes of his Country : andatlength 
having much ſettled that diſtracted Land, 
his Maſter cannot any longer be without 
hiscompany,and chereforehaving finiſhed 
all chat man could perform,he is ow upon 
the cloſe of his Government, and in my Text 
we find him upon bis knees ina modeſt res 


_— 


—_— 


; (5) 
Aection upon whathe had done, and a paſ- 

fionate ertreaty for ſomewhat which he 
defiredin the words I have read unto you, F* 772% wn 
Remember me,0 my God, concerning this and Govrmen.. 
wipe not out my 200d deids that I bave done for 

the Houſe of my God, and for the Offices 

thereof, 

Thus you may ſee my Text is the prayer 

o/.a chief Governor or Deputy under the!hodn i ©. 
great King Artaxerxes, over the Land of tioned by ne- 
ludea, wherein we may find theſe parti." 
culars: 1. ſomewhat particularly mentioned 

and repreſented by Nehemiah, 2. the Periti, 

ons requeſted from God. 

1, Thar which & mentioned t© his 900d 

Deeds, Which he performed in his Govern- 

ment, and theſe arc interweaved with all 

the actions of his Authority, and may be 

reduced unto theſe two heads. 1. As of 

Inſtice, and love to the whole Nation in the 
ſettlement of their (ivil Rights. 2. Hu ſer- 

vice to the Church, to the houſe of God, and to 

the offices thereof: the one beſpeaks his Pie- 

ty to God, the other his Tufice and ( harity 
B ro 


(6] 
to man, the firſt contains his diligence in 
Settling their temporal Interefls, and the laſ? 
comprehends his induſtrious eſtabliſh» 
meit of God's worſhip and Religion. 

Bis good deeds "AS for the firkt, his Acts of Kinaneſſe to the 
hy PEN Whol: Nation, theſe may be viewed intheſe 
 ...-.»;,, ollo ving particulars. | 
of the Govern- IT, Hes takino the Government upon him 
+6, "gg in troubleſome dangerons, & calamitous times, 

.- the afflictions of /eruſalem were heavy and 
the whole Nation lay in Poverty and (ons 
temper, their Purſes as well as their Spirits 
ſo much.exhanſted, as that Nehemiah could 
not expect to better his fortune , or improve 
himſelf, he knows rhe whole Province is in a 
flame, the gates of the holy (ity burnt, and 
the wall of itin the duff, the neighbouring 
people teftifie their enmity by their conti- 
nual Rapine and Incurſions, dead bodies 
(as Toſephus tels us)ſtrewedthe High: ways, 
and the whole Nation tired, very poor and 
low. Though allthings be thus disheart- 
ning and ſad, yet Nehemiah refuſes not to 
ftand in the gap, very genetoully-endea- 


| YOUrsS 


(7) 


vours the cure of this diſtemper, and there. 
by proclaimes, that he prefers their com. 
mon goed before his own private eaſe, 
which as it was an ac of generoſity in it ſelf, 
ſo it was hugely acceptable to that low di. 
ſtrated people. Thus it is ſome ſatisfaftion 
not utterly to be forfaken, and they call for 
thanks who own our difficulties by parti- 
cipatinginthem, topull us out, they de- 
ſerve our ackno»ledoments, who venture 
themſelves to fave us from ſinking, The 
Senate of 'R ome mec Terentins Varro (chough 
unſuccesfulin his hight with Fannbal at 
Caune) with much honour, meetly quia de 
Republica non deſperaſſet, he deſpaired not of 
a more happy day: when the Sea ſmiles, it is 
not much valor or toile to take up the 
Helm, but for a man voluntarily to eng:ge 
;n a Scorme when he might be ſer (ate at 
land, to labour atthe Helm when his neigh- 


bour's Ship ſprings a leak, to adventure in- 


rothe mouth of a (anon to ſave his friend, 
when onely his wn courage not any 1m- 
poſal call'd him thither, this ſpeaks ſome- 

B 2 | what 


($) 
what generousaud handſome. Thus good 
Nehemiah thinks it worthy of himſelf co 
take the Flelm when Iudea was almoſt 
ſhipwracke, whereby he gives the firſt check 
rothoſe Enemies whothought to ſwallow 
up all, and who (it ſeems) were exceeding- 
ly trooabled that any (hould appear roſeek the 
welfare of that periſhing Nation. 

Hei = Fe Nehemiah's ſecond 4G of [u}tice and 
of the publics 1OVe To his people appears, in his v120r0us 
ine et bforehs proſecation of the publick work , before any ad- 


private Coa- 


C:)2p. 2. 10, 


cerns. vantage of his own private Concerns, (though. 


theſe were many and 2reat ) bur in the repairs 
of leruſalem, andin all he evidencech all the 
21 oreat alifications of a Commander and Mi- 
1hcrcin apprars O 
ed niter of State, 

As firſt his wi/dom, whereby be wrought 
the people to his own mind. and by prudent c Or 
dersfet many hands with much diſciplineto 
work: theſe animared by the example as 
well as the command of their General, 
chearfully didperform their ſeveral rasks, 
they Eniſhr the Wallandthe Bulwarks wich» 
outany noiſe or confuſion. 


1. Bis ##iſaom, 


C4}, 3» 


2. His 


Dh 


y—_ 
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(9) 


3. His watcbfulneſſe and unwearied Vigi- 


lance, inthat though ſurrounded with E. ».His/iglmce 


nemies of all ſorts, the Samaritans, the Ao 
rabians, and the Amorites, whoſtrongly op- 
poſethatdefence, yet his watchful Eye cats 
off all attempts, and that 1. By gainino intel- 
ligence of their Cabinet ( ounſels, 2. By keeps 
ing a ftri& V/atth and well diſciplin'd 
Guard, and in his own perſon he afliſts in 
the Repairs: 3. By diſcovering the falſene{s 
of pretended friends; tor ſome of his own 
party of the Nobles , being related to the 
Enemy by marriage and intereſt, many pri- 
vate Letters paſt betwixt them, theſe he di- 
ligently intercepts, and diffipates their con- 
federacies againſt him. 

3. He gave upon ail occaſions 200d teſtimo- 
nies of much (onrage and reſolution, and that 
mixed with a ſweet affable pious temper , 
wwhilſtrhe Enemy ſcoffs he prayes, and when 
by rumors of invaſions and hired Prophes 


34. His Courage: 
Chap. 4+ Js 


cies they endeavourto terrify him, he {corns 


their fears, and very undauntedly goes on. 
Whenthey find that terrors cannot prevail, 
they 


(10) 
they chanzetheir note,and ſliely invice him 
Chip. 6. - toa perſonal conference, toa ceſſation of Arms 
the better to ſurprize him, and «fe their 
defgns, let us meet, ſaid Sanballar, in ſome 
one of the villaces of the plains, bur be deſires 
to beexculed, they thought (ſaid the good 
Nebemiah) to do me amiſchief: thus nopre- 
tence could hinder his reſolution, his pub. 
lick management of Aﬀairs. 198 
Ge —_ Z Nehemiah S acts ol Inſtice and Love to 
zn ſevere! other the Whole Nation appears in his (weet affa» 
"mt bletendernes in all the lcfler Concerns of 
that afflicted people: as 1. in diſpatch of Pe. 
, titicners, 2, in eaſing the poor from thole 
= cans tie preſſures which lay 00 bard UpPOn them. In 
ds unſerrled calamitous times the meane? uſus 
Faitios, © ally ſuffer moſt, the great fiſþ commonly 
breaks through whillt the leſſer are [allowed 
up;this good Nehemiah endeavours to re- 
medy by abaring their u/ury and exactions, 
by ſweetning the Maſters towards their ſer. 
ants, and in openly rebuking the great 
men he bronghtmattersto a moretolerable 
moderation. 


Whereas 


(11) 

Whereas Nebemiah might have expe&- 
ed a general aſSiftance in * defraying thoſe 
publ: ckexpences, and {o might have been 
chargeable to the people as ſome Governonrs 
before him were, he deiires from them no 


ſuch Contiburion, he hath a large FeVENuE jjis charity aud 


of his own, and he makes a noble uſe of it, 
he maintains his family much upon his 
own charge, andincale hehad av atl»wance 
from his Maſter, that will not ſerve, he 
ſpares not his own Eſtate, and Keeps an open 


ree Table, and he himſelf aſſures us, That © 5. 7. 


an hundred and fifty Tews were at my Table, be: 
fides thoſe that came unto us from among the 
Heathen that were about us, The Rulers 
of the Prieſts and of the people were with- 
in, and the poor diſtreſſed, who were 
| Fript and forced intothe City by the cruelty 
of enemies abroad, theſe all find a kind re- 
ception and com forrable relief from him, 
Thus you ſee the firſt of Nehemiab's good 
deeds his ts of Iuſtice, and love to the whole 
Nation, manifeſted 1.1n his taking upon him 
the government in an hazardous time; 2, In 
2 


Threetnfcrences, 


(12). 
a generous and vigorous proſecution of the pub- 
lick good before his own private concernes: 
wherein he evidenceth 

1. Wiſdom and Prudence, 2. Vigilance and 
Care. 3. (ourage and Reſolution , belides 
his many other Acts of mercy and kindeſs 
in ſpeedy eaſing the people, in moderating T a- 
Xes , relieving the Poor, in keeping an open 
Hoſpitality, and ſpending his own fair % 2ve- 
nue. 

And from all this 1 may infer theſe fol- 
lowing Obſervations. 

T. That a people once owned by God may 
be driven to great exigencies by want and dif- 
order at home , by the confederactes and violence 
of enemies abroad. | 

2. That a Nation thus in traights cannot 
be ble$t with a greater viſible mercy than with 
a Governour of a noble true generous Spirit. 
Twas lſrae!'s happinefle to have ſuch as 
Moſes to deliver them from the ſlavery of 
Feypt, and ſuch as Joſhua to conduct them 
in the hardſhips of the wildernes, and ſuch 
as David to feed them in agreen paſture, 
: | and 


(13) 
and ſuch as Nehemlahto build up aruinous 
kruſalem,to (ettle that broken Nation, and 
therefore | 

3. It is certainthat as an excellent Magi 
ferate is a great bleſſing, ſo the not being ſenſi. 
ble of that mercy, is agreat ſin. The grumble 
in2 at David,and repining againſt Moſes,and 
complaining againlt Fo/þua, a not being con- 
tent with Manna, and the ſpeaking il! of 
thoſe who ſpend themſelves tor us, is a ſin 
of a deep dye, and doth not uſually go un- 
puniſhed, | 


I have now done with the firſt part of Tie fend par 


Nebemiah's goo deeds, his Afls of juftice and 


kinineſſe to the whele Nation, in the fettles the chmth, 


ment of their civil Rights, I come now to 
the ſecond, his /ervices to the ( burch, and 
the Offices thereof. . He confines not him- 
ſelf ro Acts of Civility and Tenderneſſe to 
the people, he knows thar ſomething is to 
be done for God as well as Man, and that 
whatever is performed for his ſervice isthe 
readieſt way to advance their reputation a- 


broad, as well as their proſperity and peace 
C at 


(14] 
at home. He thinks himſelf obliged topro: (| /* 


4 vide for the welfare oftheir Souls as well as 4 
of their Eſtates, and therefore this prudent Fr 
T7 


Deputy carefully ſets himſelf ro the reeFa- ; 
bliſhment of that Religion which was ba. - 
nithrt long from Jeruſalem, and to difcounte- 
x nance and weed out thole fares and corrup. 
tions Which liberty and confuſions had 
brought 10, This he performs with Xeal, q 
and particularly mentions in my Text , the 
200d deeds that 1have done for the houſe of my 


God, and for the offices thereof. P 

TheſclI ſhall reduce tothe following par. ” 

ticulars. 4 

x.1n clenſmg IT. He took care for the cleanſing and adorn. h 


be Temple, » «log 
Chin 1s 8, ing God's houſe, and for the unmingled purity of 


its Offices, In his abſence from Feruſalem b 
(being ſeveral times ſent for to the King) 
Tobiabhad intruded into the Courts of the 4 
Temple, and placed his own bouſheld-fiuff in l 
| thoſe chambers which were appropriated i \ 
| to a more bolynſeforthe veſſels ofthe Lord, ; 
| this good Nehemiah is much diſpleaſed ar, UY 
and upon his return tels us, it grievedme I] | 


fore, 


(15). 
fore, therefore I caſt forth all the houſholdſtuff 

of Tobiah out of the chamber | and thither 

trought again the veſſels of the houſe of the 

-Lord , with the meat-offerings and Frankin- 

cenſe. 

2. Intruders into the Priefthood are depoſe «tn aesſux 
ed, and made uncapable of that ſervice; js jm, 
they who could not make ont their legal bu. 7.64. 
qualification and deſcent , were, as pol- 
luted, put from the Prieſthood. 

3. Nehemiah (being happy in careful 3; 1,9 

rudent Governours of the Church, he& Pic#s is 

RE ps . © expoſition of the 
withcheir help) ſets up a diligent preaching Li, 
and expoſition of the Law, Paintul Ezra with 

. ; =T Cyap. 
his brethren are nor idie, they counſcl and 
inſtruft the people, and convince them of 
their Errors, in a Language they under- 
ſtood ; he reads and they are attentive, he 
expounds the difficulties and they modeſt. 
ly receive his expoſition, bh? makesa cons 
veniency for audience a Puipit of Wood, 
and they hang upon the Prieſts lips which 
are to j reſerve knowledg. The people do not 


s, 


" pretend to be teachersthemſelyes , or that 


C3 thev 


{ 16.) 
they know enough already, butthey are mo- 
deftly attentive, and promile all obedience 
fo what they hear. 

4. 1: peſcri= 4, T'o keep off Confuſion and new 
bing a Confor- b W EEE. 
mit) in the tancies he oblizes them to a Conformity in 
9" 9 name their wo) ſhip of God; as to the matter, he pre- 
fog. ſcribes all the Commands of Moſes without 

partiality to be punRtually obeyed by all; as 

tothe manner, they hearken to ir unanimouſ- 
ly, in one zeneral poſture, reverently and de. 
cently, hz opens the Book and they ſtand up, 
he praiſes God and they openly proclaim Amen, 

_ . they lift up their hands in ſign of their 
| conſent, they bow their beads and worſhip 

the Lord wich their faces to the ground in 

token of their humility, 

5. in am 5. To work the people to a true Senſe of 

#4. 9. their former miſcarriages, and God's unex- 
pe Fed mercies, heproclaims a ſolemn Faſt and 
. enjoins an open confeſsion of ſin, 

6-14 mln 6, He reflifies the abuſe of the Sabbath, 

:veSc634% and repreſſes the prophaneſle of thoſe who 
made 0 diſtinfion of dayes. 

7. Whereas the Dues of the Prieſts were 


wrefted 


Chap. 8.6, 


fes for the Prophets , and contends with 


Fiour Chriſt, which though uncertain whes ther pe of 


(17). 

wreſtedfrom them, and the Revenues of the 

Church ſwallowed up by the great inva-: 7; 1#i*0ving 
N , . their Patrimony 

ders of its Parrimony, we find pious Nehes ts the Church. 

miah vigorouſly ating in the reſtoration of — — 

them, he liberally contributes rowards 

their maintenance himſelf, and builds hog. 


thoſe Nobles who thought it no robbery . 
ro keep what they can, he compels themto 
bejuſt, and ro pay their Tithes, and takes 
Carc thar they ſhall not depend upon the Arbis 
trary bene volence of the people, 

Thele were {ome of the many good 
deeds of this noble Lientenanc in his ſervice 
bothro the Nation and the (hurch; in 
whom an excellent Magiſtrate may find a 
pattern for himlelf. And truly Nehemiah's ' 
good deeds were of ſo noble and diffuſive 
an inflaence, as that ſome of the Antients 
have thoughthim a type of our bleſſed Sa- 


Nehemiab whe 
briſt? 


ther intended by God's ſpirit, yerit is moſt © [| 
infallibly true, that our Saviour did ſþiri- 
tuallyand ſubſtantially perform that, which 

| | TY bis 


Lib, Aatiq.'11, 
"I 


5 laſcrences, 


rt. Chief matg- 
ſtrates may in- 
zerpoſe in mate 
ters of Relizione 


| (18) 
this Governour did outwardly effet: He like 
Nehemiah came to his own in a time of ex. 
tremity and weed , to comfort the brokens 
h:arted, and to raiſe up the ruins of decays 
ed mankind, Chiiſt built up the walls of 
new Teruſalem (his Church,) and hath ap- 
pointed Paſtors and Governours tofeed his 
flock, and his Goſpel to ſever the Wheat 
from the leſle ufeful Cha, Ae, like this 


good man,puli'd off the chains of the miſeras 


ble, and proclaim'd liberty to the Captives 
laden wich debe. Thus ( hriit did that $i 
ritually which Nehemiah did outwardly and 
thoſe virtues which wereſo bright in him, 
were ſuch as Chriſt both requires and re- 
wards in Magiſtrates, and Fo/ephus his cha- 
racter of him is not yet dead, he was aig vs 
xau'D- 1} yensds The evo &Cc. A juſt perſon of a moſt 


excellent diiþoſition, a great paſſionate lover of 


hu (ountrey. 
From all theſe put together gain theſe 
following particulars. | 
1. That the chief Governour hath power 19 
retlifie the abuſe of God's ſervice, according to 
ED the 


(19) 
the eftabliſht Laws of God and his Church: be 
may lawtully do what Nebemiab did; it is 
no encroachment upon Chriftian liberty to 
determine the «ſe of things indifferent, nor 
is irprejudicial tothe Commands of Chriſt 

to obey the conſtitutions of Authority. 
2, Though the chief Magiſtrate may o., 


verſee the Priefts and cauſe them to execute 7 Priefs. 


their duties,yetthey have no power to uſurp 
their offices, His being a Magiftrate did 
not priviledge him to exercile the Prieſt. 
bood; that Calling is ſacr2d, and requires a 
due M:ſ$ion as well as Abilities, If Corah 
offer to take up the ( enſer, the Earth may 
open and ſwallow him up.ItVzx#ab (though 
a King) intrudes into the Pricfts office.God 
will meer him in the way and as he ſtretches 
out his hands with a Cenſer , a Leproſie 
breaks oucon his Forehead ; and he who 
would needs offer incenſe to God; becomes 
loathſome to himlelf, and he who was not 
ſatiefiedtocomein as a King, is ſhut ont as 
a Leper from approaching the Sanctuary. 
3. Tharthe information of Indement —_= 
moſt 


ch, "EE 
 1oſomatios of moſt natural means of refiifying the diſorders 
Teen of 0f our affe tions, The preaching ofthe word, 
gaining «/c- and the in{truting ofthe people, isthe beſt 
way to make them ſenſible of cheir fins. 
Confeſſion & ſn ' 4» T hat a due confeſſron and acknowledy. 
tr ws he wp ment of 9ur guilt muſt attend upen the ſence and 
7 knowledg of our ſins: a folemn Ft is pro- 
claimed after reading the Lawv. 
Tooproſe [cri 5» T hat a reſtoring unto God the things 
wh —_ thar are God's, and the opb»ſing of Sactiledge 
foul. is uſually an at of a pious and genero:n foul, 
- This overcomes very high cemptations, 
which many ſink under: Nehemiah will 
ſtand in the gap and hazard a contemion 
with any , and rebuke the Nobles, rather 
than connive atthe robbing of God. He will 
honour the perſons, and keep ſacred the 
poſſeſsions dedicated to his ſervice, and not 
ſuffer the Prieſthoodto be expoledto the ar- 
birrary benevolence of the people. 
Lift of ne- Thus I have done with the firſt part of 
Ro i my Text , that Nehemiah mentioned and 
zcmbied. , repreſented his good decds for the Nation 
and forthe .Chyrch , I come now to the 


laſt 


* 


© 212.) 
lat part, to that which he requeſts of Ged, 
and that isa Remembrance of thele, Re. 
member me O my God, and wipe not out Ec, 
In rovo phraſes he defires the ſame thing, 
I, a Remembrance,. 8. anot Wiping out his 
o00d deeds. 

The firſt is poſitive, the ſecond negative, A influ 2+: 
ith tothe ſame purpole, both mutually ou. 
plain each other: there is a rememibrance 
Theoretical, and there is a remembrance Pra. | 
fitcal, the firſt is immanent, the ſecond. trans 
frent, that i in affeftu, this in effeftu, and lince 
Nehemiah enforces this requeſt by a not 
' wiping out, we may conclude that his pray- 
erto God i is, that he may be effeftually res 
membred, 

Here two things offer hecifdich 1, by 
whom he Would be remembred, 2, how he would 
have this Remembrance expreſſed : 

1. The Remembrancer deſired is Gud, wn _ 
Remember me O my God, God, 
Though Nehemiab's Acts of kindneſle to 


the people be great, and his ſweet behavie 
our 


( 22) 


ourand care had extremely obliged all, yer 
he makes not his addrefle to them,he mind; 
not leryſalem of her rebuilded wall, nor the 
Rulers of their vindicated honors , nor the 
Prieſts of their reſtored fan#tion (profticuted 
before to the baleſt of the people,)he minds 
not the whole Nation of its ſettlement and 
peace, as far as their intangled intereſt; 
wouldpermit, he turns not to any of theſe 
but to his God, Remember me O my G9d, 


Moſt eminently _ 0 . 
2. ns Heturnsto his God 1.molt eſpecially and 


Mais eminently before man, 2, excluſively, he ut- 
Phiin.z, terly excludes and reje&s the remembrance 
of man. 


7. Heturns moſt eſpecially rohis God. 
becauſe his good deeds were performed in 
v obedience to him. . 

| 2. Becaule they were effeted by God's 
{ erace and peculiar ſtrength, who worketh 
in all men to will and to doe, and who a- 
Etuates Princes and Magiſtrates wich Spirics 
| ſuitable to their Stations. 
| 3. Becauſe God's 2iory was the great gime 


of 
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(23) 
of what he did: thisthe Gentiles ſcoff at, and 
trom theruins of the (ity and the negle&- 
ed defilements ofthe Temple, took occaſion 
to contemn the God of Iſrael, who once 
owned himſelf their ProtefFor and their 
mighty deliverer. 

4. Becauſe God is pleaſed to accept of afts 
of Charity and love to man as done to himſelf, 
and therefore for theſe and many more rea- 
ſons hemoſt eFþecially hath recourſe in the 
firſt place to God , Remeniber me O my 
God. 

2. Heturns to God excluſively, Man's 
remembrance 1s not at all defired, he is ſilent 
of that, and onely begs eh#s, becauſe 

1. God was not at all obliged co him,nor 
his Debtor for his good deeds, but man was, 
and therefore were men Candid and inges 
nuous, and but tolerably Juſt, Nehemiah 
might have very well expe&ed that they 
would not eaſily forget him, or if they did, 
he knew it would be their own fault, not 
bis, and conſequently thei!l would betheirs 
D 2 r00 
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(24 ) 
too for being (o ungrateful; and therefore 
this noble Governour 1s above their flattery, 
and hunts not alter their praiſe , he ſecks no 
monument intheir remembranee, he mind- 
ed not himſelf in doing them good , nor 
doth he courttheir applanſe for what he did 
perform. 

2, I is rationally probable that Nehe- 
miah omirs any delire of being remembred 
by man, out of a real dijiru$t of ever having 
it duely paid, forit God be forgotten, man can- 
not very well expect to Be remembred, and 
they who are too uſually #nmindful of the 
daily mercies of God, will quickly be ſtrance 
erstothe kindues of man, Experience tels 
us, that a little trouble or hardſhip of a fewv 
hours , blots out the memory of mercies 
poured down the whole life before by 
God. It Iſrael want a little water, they 
will forget the wonders of Feype, a little 
Þad nevvs, ora wanton deſire of fleſh, or 
a fevy dayes abſence of Moſes, makes them 
all dance after a Calf, Well therefore may 
| the 


(25) 
the Magiſtrate diſtruſt a remembrance of man, 
fince man thus eaſily forgets his God. Ma- 
oiſtrates, who move in an open Sphere, 
(chough never ſo/ſveer and plealing in their 
influence, yer.) accidentally may attract 
fome nnquiec exhalations , and it they dif. 
leaſe bur once, that on? ungrateful Action 
is the onely thing remembred. And there- 
fore as every pious prudent Chriſtian ſe- 
cures to himſelf a more faithful repolicory 
for his treaſure in Heaven, becauſe he finds 
the moth and the ruſt breaks through all on 
earth, ſo good Nehemiah, becaule he finds 
men grolly ion ant , cauſleſ ly querulows, 
unconſlant in their affefions , and ungrateful 
for kindneſſe and favours received, there- 
fore hethinks not fit rorely upon their me- 
mories, nor court their applauſes, but looks 
onely upon his God, who faithfully records 
all , whole gifts and promotions are With. 
out repentance, in whom there is no variable- 
neſſe or ſhadow of Change, 
Bur ſome may queftion , Whether this 
ay 


(26) 
ether 3t be a- may not be an A& oi Preſumption for any 
ny preſumpt-018 : 
FT Nehemiah fo man, who at belt 13 bad , tO preſent his 
be remenbica%y 2,04 deeds to God for a remembrance for 
him, in whole Eyesthe Seraphims them. 

ſelves are impare. But it is certain 
1. That Neh-miah did no more than 
what many good men before him did. 
Thus Obadiah mentions his good pious 
ſervice in hiding the Prophets in a Cave 

GC, 

Liow faramm 2. Fe did no more than What taWfully may 
hc qoater be done. For ſeeing that deeds truly good 
_ aredone in Obedienceto God, in faith and 
to his 2lory, they low a Deoin Deum, and 
therefore cannot but cheer up the Soul, 
and breath into it thoſe Comforts which 
attend upon a good Conſcience, and add 
Confidence to our Addrefles unto Ged. 
z Cor. 1412, This St. Paultriumphs in, and when man 
is ſilent ,God is oft pleaſed to ſhevy publick-. 
ly his remembrance of good Afions, done 
in obedienceto him. If 4brahamput a knife 
to his ſons Throat when commanded , 
| God 
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God openly remembers it, and promiſes a 
reward. If the people murmur againſt 
Moſes, God himſelf will vindicate him, he 
# faithful in all my houſe, he owns David to 
be aman after his own heart, and proclaims 
Tob to be a perfed and an nprizhe man, and 
he tels the Church of Thyatira, I know thy 
works, and charity, and ſervice, and faith, and 
patience: and therefore we may ſafely con» 
clude, thatthis kind of repreſentment of 209d 
deedstoGod infers neither preſumptio in the. 
Agent, nor merit unto Juſtification, for a 
deed may be good in irs kind, yetnot meritori- 
08, and a 200d man may rejoice in the teſti» 
mony ofa 2ood ( onfcience without arrogance 
or boaRing. | 
. To Nehemiah therefore, and ſuch as be ts, 
it may be ſaid, -Thou haſt been faithful to 
Godand thy own Maſter, no hazards could 

flageer thy principles, nor the potency of ſe- 
veral faGtions leſSenthy care of God's ſervice 

and honour, the whole Nation hath for ma» 
ny years taſted of the Sweets of thy Govern- 
| ment, 


Nevemizh clears 


bim from pre. 
ſumption by be- 
7az to be ſpared, 
Cpare me Qfc- 


 buta multitude of mercy. 


(25) I 
ment, and the Revenue and Perſons © 
Priefts ſhrouded under thy proteftion, and 
therefore however men may be affected, 
yetitis thy comfort that thou haſt an infal- 
lible Record in heaven ,whoſees in ſecret and 
openly rewardeth, tro him thou maylt free- 
ly call Remember me &C. 

And to ali this let me adde two Words 
more, which Nehemiah makes uſe of whol- 
ly to clear his words from preſumpriom: thus 
v. 22. Remember me and ſpare me according 
to the greatneſse of thy mercy. God's Fþaring 
iSan ac of Providence; it is the not infli- 
Ring of that evil on aperſon, which God 
might in juſtice or power ſend down, it is 
ſometimes expreſt by not imputing, by coves 
ring ſin and pardoning offences, and therefore 
done according to multitude of mercies. 

And truly the deformity of Sin is ſo mon: 
ſtrow, and the. (urſes wich attend upon it 
ſo hideous and many, as that to Fare when 
puniſhment is deſerved,co forgetthe fin and 
remember the ſinner, is not a ſingle kindnels 


_ Thus 
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Thus you ſee Nehemiah's requeſt, Spare 
me O my God, is nor the Language of pride, 
nor the pleadings of merit; tis no Phariſaical 
liſp, but the groan of a Penitent, God be mer- 
ciful to me a junner, 


And truely we may find that Nehemiah, 


though never ſo godly, hath good reaſon to * 
beg for a Spare me, for though his good deeds 
as ſuch do not deſerve a reward, vet they are 
not 4 ſuch {ubjets of puniſhment, however 
he hath reaſon to cry Spar? me. For 

1, Thereis an union and conſociation 


betwixt the Magiftrate and People, and we proper fins, 


oft find thatthe one is puniſht for the mi/de- 
meanours of the other. 
_ - "Thus ſome thouſands of David's Sub- 
jets ſmarttor his fin of uumbring the people, 
and an excellent Foſiah removed for the 
fin of Fudah: God was angry with Mo/es 
for the peoples ſake, and ler Nehemiah be as 
Juſt and as innocent as he can , yet he may 
ſuffer for the peoples corruption, and there- 
fore in prevention of this he may cry Spare 
me 0 my God. | 2.[c 
E 
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2, Icis certain, that the be/? of bu deeds 
hd their mixture of imperjeftion , and there. 
fore being conicious to his own failings 
he begs for pardon and acceptance, Magi. 
ſtrates are bur men, and not utterly privi- 
ledged from the paſſions of fleſh and 
bloud, andrtherefore St. Panl enjoyns ſup» 
plications, prayers, interceflions, and give- 
ing of thanks for all in Authority, we are 
obliged nor onely to render 2: thanks, 
for the happineſſe of Government, andthe 
g00d it brings with it , buc wm; ſupplicati- 


ons, forthe averting of Calamity from their 


perſons, and «44; prayers for thoſe graces 
they ſtand in need of, and we muſt ſend up 
ro the throne of Grace write; interceſions, 
for God's pardoning unto them their fins, 
for his remiſſion of their perſonal offences, 


'as well as their publick failings. This well 


weighed would top the cenſures 6f men, 
a (enſe of this invites Nehemiah to wave all 
thoughts of his good deeds, to baniſh any 
thing which exceeds an humble Spare me, 
he 


hz TT _ ye 
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(31) 
be claims not a (Town for his merit, bur pe- 
titionsfor a pardon tor his failinzs, and thar 
according to the multitude of mercies. 

Laſtly, Nebemiah cloſes ap his whole 
Book with one word, which wholly clears 
his Prayer trom pre/umption , and thatis, 
Remember me O my God for G 00d. 

1. Forgoed! This is the voice 1, of Hy." PE 
mility, whereby he acknowledges himſelf This 20ice 2.of 
to bein a Hate capable of being made better, TR 
thongh he be highly loved by his Prince, 
and of great authoriry ar Court, and end. 
erly honoured by Prieſt and People, yetthere 
is agreater good than all this which he aimes 
at, and makes the objefs of his deſires, and 
this he looks for there onely where i ir can 
behad, from his 50d, to him he cries, Res 
member me for goed. 

2, For 200d! This is the voice of confi- ». of rat. 
dence and truſt , it implies his ſtedfaft beliefe 
that there is a reward laid up for 299d deeds 
in general, and that his good ſervices partic. 
larly ſhall be crowned With good, 

E 2 This 


Application, 


Tore queries. 
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This God hath promiſed, and therefore 
every good man of us, as weil as Nehemiah 
may rely upon it, eſpecially if we make 
God peculiarly our own by our relyance and 
faith, ſo asto call him juſtly my God: and if 
We evidence our faith by our good deeds to 
Godand to Man, if every one of us in our 
own Spheres diſcharge our dutiesto God, to 
our Xing, and to one another, if we do all 
this ſincerely andconſtantly, 'wemay then 
confidently pray with 299d Nehemiah, Lord 
remember me ; we may then be aſſured we 
ſhall not be forgotren, and that our humble 
S are me Will be attended with the greateſt 


good. 


I ſhould now deſcend co 4pplication, but 
that 1 am confident that moſt of this Aude, 
tory have done that in their thoughts already, 
and thereforel ſhall conclude all with theſe 
2 or 3 Queries, which I {hall leave to your 
own reſolution. 

Whether, when we of this Kingdom were 
like thoſe of erujalem , at a low ebb , ſur- 
rounded 


(33) 
rounded with /ormes and unexpeRed tem- 
peſts, when enemies preſt us without , and 
calamities and diſtreſſe diſheartned us witch. 
in, whether then we were not happy in a 
gracious King, who pittying our ſad eſtate 
did give (ommiſSion to a real Nehemiah, 
whole w:/dom and vigilance, whoſe courage 
and conduct preſerved a very ſmall handful 
from violence and ruin?, whether our Pilot 
did not generouſly engage in our ſtorms to 
keep us ſafe, negleCting his private eaſe for 
the publick good, and charitably relieyingthe 
naked and poor, when he had bat little left 
to maintain himſelf. 

2. When Rapine and Confuſron encroa« 
ched upon the Office as well as the Patri- 
mony of the Church, when the chambers of 
the SanFaary were hill'd with Tobiah and 
his fo/lowers, when the portions of Gods Ale 
ear were ſhared berwixt Sanballat and his 
crue, Whether then we were not once more 
(by the care of our preſent Soveraign) 
made happy With his return, under whoſe 
wing 


1149 
wing and protection we kad been formerly 
preſerved? whether he hath notupon all oc- 
caſions both before and now encomaged re: 
l:2iom, and reſpected the very perſons aswell 
as the fun&ion of che Clergy? Whether he 
did not refule all profers which were inthe 
leaſt inconſiſtent with his duty to Grd or 
his Prince, or the tranguillity of his C har2e, 
whether | ſay upon all oppoitunicies he 
hath not ſhewved himleif a Nehemiah in. 

deed? | 
Laſtly, if upon ſearch we find all thi; and 
much more to be true, then, whether we of 
this placeare notobl:ged 1. to thank God for 
his mercy, 2. tO thank cur Sovereign for his 
full continued care in ſending ſuch to cheriſh 
and proteft us, 3.(toconclude all} whether 
it does not befit us that that requeſt which 
Nehemiah in my Text put up for himſelf, 
may be our joynt Prayer tor him, whoſe Go- 
vernment and Care we have had ſo kind 
an Experience of, viz, That God woutd re- 
member both him and us for good, that he 
| would 
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would Fare them according to the multitude of 
his mercies, that he would not wipe out all the 
| good deeds which he and they atl have done for 
this whole Nation, for God's Church, and for 
the Offices thereof, Amen 
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